
Peace Corps Prep Program at Iowa State University 
Iowa State University, along with the United States Peace Corps, is pleased to announce the Iowa State 
Peace Corps Prep Program.  In this program, students are prepared and equipped for potential service in the 
Peace Corps or other global organizations. 

The Peace Corps Prep Program allows Iowa State 
students to prepare to further their goals of helping 
those in need around the world. Iowa State students 
gain additional expertise in the field of international 
cooperation through appropriate courses, foreign 
language experience, and experiences in the field. This 
academic development program prepares highly 
qualified graduates for the Peace Corps or similar work 
in global societies. With successful completion of the 
program, Iowa State graduates will find themselves 
thoroughly equipped for the international workforce, 
demonstrating exceptional skills and invaluable global 
competence.  

The program also creates strong applicants to the Peace Corps following graduation. The program does not 
ensure acceptance into the Peace Corps, but students will stand above the crowd in the large pool of 
applicants as a Peace Corps Prep Program graduate and one who has gained the rare qualities Peace Corps is 
searching for. 

Steps to joining the Peace Corps Prep Program: 

• Step 1: Complete “Peace Corps Prep Program Introduction Worksheet” 
• Step 2: Meet with your academic adviser regarding planned coursework for PC Prep-

including any training/work sector courses, world language courses, or intercultural competency 
courses 

• Step 3: Meet with Catherine Swoboda, PC Prep Program Adviser to discuss course of 
study; set up an appointment through pcprep@iastate.edu. Dr. Gail Nonnecke, PC Prep Program 
Coordinator, can also assist. 

• Step 4: Fill out “application” with help from the student guide-both are found on the 
Global Resource Systems webpage (www.globe.iastate.edu) and in this packet 

• Step 5: Submit an application, electronic application may be submitted to pcprep@iastate.edu, 
paper application may be submitted to Dr. Gail Nonnecke, PC Prep Program Coordinator, 
106 Horticulture Hall, Iowa State University, Ames, IA 50011 

Requirements to complete Peace Corps Prep Program 

• 3 Specific Work Sector Courses and 50 hours related experience 
• 3 Intercultural Competence Courses 
• Foreign Language Courses –requirements vary by language 
• Professional and leadership development through leadership experience and Career Services 

workshops 
• Student must have application completed and be enrolled at Iowa State for at least two semesters 

(academic year) before graduation date 
































